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CONFIDENTIAL NOUAKCHOTT 0589 

CINCEUR FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MOPS, PFOR, SS, MR, MI 

SUBJECT: EX-SAHARA: POLISARIO STRIKE NEAR DAKHLA 

REF: 76 NOUAKCHOTT 3103 

1 . LOCAL SPANISH DIPLOMAT REPORTS THAT GIRM AND POLISARIO FOR- 
CES CLASHED SHARPLY ON MARCH 15 IN AREA JUST NORTH OF AARGUB 
(2337N 1552W), THE COASTAL CITY IN WESTERN SAHARA WHICH FACES 
DAKHLA ACROSS RIO DE ORO BAY. AFTER ADVANCING POLISARIO AT 
TACK FORCE HAD BEEN SPOTTED BY GIRM AERIAL RECONNAISSANCE, GIRM 
GROUND FORCES WERE DISPATCHED FROM DAKHLA TO INTERCEPT 
APPROACHING GUERRILLAS. DAY-LONG SEARCH PROVED UNEVENTFUL 
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UNTIL LATE AFTERNOON WHEN POLISARIO SPRUNG AMBUSH WHICH BADLY 

MAULED GIRM COLUMN AND FORCED MAURITANIANS TO RETREAT AND REGROUP. 

GIRM COLUMN EVENTUALLY MADE ITS WAY BACK TO DAKHLA 

WHERE F-27 AIRCRAFT WAS WAITING TO EVACUATE WOUNDED 

TROOPS TO NOUAKCHOTT. EIGHTEEN OF THE MOST SEVERELY 

WOUNDED GIRM SOLDIERS WERE FLOWN TO NOUAKCGTT DURING 

NIGHT OF MARCH 15 AND WERE IMMEDIATELY HOSPITALIZED. AT 
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LEAST TWO MAURITANIANS WERE KILLED AS RESULT ZFIGHT- 
ING INCLUDING DAKHLA SECTOR COMMANDER. POLISARIO LOSSES 
ARE NOT KNOWN BUT ARE PRESUMED TO BE LIGHT. 

2. COMMENT: THIS IS THE XVIXT MILITARY ACTIVITY IN 
THE DAKHLA AREA OF WHICH WE ARE AWARE SINCE DECEMBD 

7, 1976. WHEN POLISARIO SIMILARLY INFLICETED HEAVY 
LOSSES ON MAURITANIANS (SEE REFTEL). IT IS INTERESTING 
TO NOTE THAT IN BOTH OF THESE CLASHES NEAR AARGUB POLI- 
SARIO HAS SUCCESSFULLY UTILIZED AN AMBUSH CLOSE TO 
NIGHTFALL TO NEUTRALIZE GIRM REACTION CAPABILITY AND 
AERIAL RECONNAISSANCE. 
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